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Be Silent and Listen

uring our first coronavirus lockdown, there was one ques-
tion I was asked more than any other: What about prayer? Just when
wi_rie_e_:ded it the most, we found ourselves unable to participate in
tefilla betzibbur, public communal prayer. Our most sacred prayers,
devarim shebikedusha, are communal. They require a minyan. There was
an argument between Rambam and Ramban as to whether, originally
and essentially, the command of prayer was directed to individuals or
to the community as a whole. But there was no disagreement between
themn as to the importance and value of praying as part of a community.
That is supremely how we, as Jews, come before God, not primarily as
“T"but as “we.” How then were we to find spiritual strength without this
communal dimension?

My answer was, this is indeed a terrible privation. There i po
point in minimising the loss As Judah Halevi said in the Kuzari, indi-
vidual prayer is like protecting yourself by building a wall around your
house. Collective prayer is like joining with others to maintain the wall
around the city. The wall around the city protects everyone, not just me.!
Besides which, when I pray for myself, I may pray selfishly, asking for

1. Kuzari, iling.
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